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“Influenza” 

 

 

Characters 

Mary Taylor........................................................... Youngest sister.  Thirteen. 

Charlotte Taylor..................................................... Oldest sister.  Seventeen.  Played by a male. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting 

Current time.  A graveyard. 

 

Synopsis 

Mary and Charlotte tell their stories of why they died.  As the plays go-on, we realize that both 
deaths hold secrets. 

 

Other Notes 

The characters are dead, but were living in the 1850s. 
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“Influenza”

MARY TAYLOR
It starts with a cough.
A small cough
And life changes.
You feel as if something is dripping down your neck
Charlotte was older by 25 years
She knew everything 
While I was barely walking.
We keep each other's secrets.
She meant more to me than anything else
And I want you to know that.
If someone coughs,
The rest of the family is in danger.
In other towns, you get killed if you cough.
That never happened in Athens, though
But it could have.
It was decided by the groups of 
Scholars, tradesmen, and union workers
That the sick should be quarantined instead.
Put into their houses' cellars
Or tool sheds.
And never let out.
You have to protect yourself.
I never got it.
But I heard the cough
That night with the secret
And I was afraid
I didn't want to tell anyone
I always knew.
But I didn’t want to be sick too.
Like her.
A small cough.
But my parents were in the next room
They had heard the sound through the wall
And they ran in
It was between my sister and I
I told them the truth
As my duty.
Yes ma'am.
Charlotte coughed.
I heard her.
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CHARLOTTE TAYLOR
It starts with a cough,
A shift of the eyes
Then silence in the room.
I was gifted
All of my teachers agreed
I could have been a doctor.
Athens already had one
And he said he wasn't taking on anyone else to train
Two weeks after I asked him
He brought-on John Berxeley to learn.
If it weren't for Mary
I don't know what I would have done.
This town is full of idiots,
But you can't call them that to their face.
They yell and jeer at you
At this man right in front of you
But I could always tell Mary.
We were best friends.
When you're with someone for a while
They sometimes see through to what you look like
And actually see who you are.
She couldn't.
Or didn't.
Le Grippe
Influenza.
It didn't matter.
It starts with a cough.  
Then you shiver
Then you get the mahogany spots
And while this is happening
Your lungs fill up with liquid.
You die, struggling to breathe.
I would look through house windows
While the doctor and John tried to help the dead
One day they caught me, said I could be a nurse
They didn't see inside of me either.
I tried to tell Mary that night,
Who I really am.
That night with the secret.
She cried and fixed her eyes on me
And coughed
And our parents came in
Fearing disease.
And I was locked in the cellar,
Mary apologizing through the floor at night.
She died while I was still locked in..
Me, four months after her,
Never finding someone who can see me.
It started with a cough, 
I was gifted,
I could have been a doctor.  
But I was born a woman.
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